RIVER YEALM & DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No 262929.

MINUTES OF A COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE RYDA

Held at Shore Steps House, Noss Mayo, at 7.30pm Tuesday 21st November 2017 
1.
Welcome and Apologies. The Chairman welcomed Robin Forrester to the meeting as an observer.  Apologies were received from Helen Lancina.
2.
Minutes of Previous Meeting.  The Minutes of the meeting on 5th September 2017 were approved. 
3.
Chairman’s Report.
· Parish Relations with SHDC.  The Chairman reminded the Committee of the meeting that he, Peter Pritchard and the Chair of the Parish Council had had with Cllr Tucker (Leader SHDC), Cllr Steer (Chair of Planning Committee) and Patrick Whymer (Head of Planning SHDC) in late August to discuss ways to improve relations between SHDC and the Parish.  It had been agreed that there would be a pilot project to achieve better communication and understanding.  No substantive work has been done on this.  Matters have subsequently deteriorated with a spat between SHDC and the PC.  The RYDA stands by ready to help in any way we can.

· Joint Local Plan.  The Public Examination will begin at 10am Tuesday 30th January 2018 and is expected to run till late March.  The initial sessions will be held in the Ballroom of the Intercontinental Hotel and will be open to the public.

· N3P.  The Plan has now been forwarded to SHDC under Regulation 16 for a final public consultation from 9 November to 21 December.  Assuming no substantive issues arise, the Plan will then go to the Planning Inspectorate for the Public Examination.       

· South Devon AONB.  A recent CPRE report identified that 8 out of the 34 AONBs in England had accounted for 75% of the housing developments built in AONBs.  South Devon AONB is in that top 8.  An analysis based on head of population in each AONB places South Devon 2nd behind the Cotswolds.  On this evidence it appears that our AONB is one of the least protected in England.

· Water Tower.  SW Water wishes to improve the external appearance of the Tower and has committed the funds to do so.  A design of not-too-blue sky, clouds and the odd bird has been chosen.  Work is likely to start early in the New Year.   
· Allen’s Quay.  The Quay is at the western end of the voss near The Point at Noss.  John Allen has invested a great deal of his time and money in clearing the undergrowth, replanting and carrying out some stabilising earthworks.  The owner of the land cannot be traced and so the PC has agreed that John can apply for Possessory Title.  Thanks to John’s generosity, ownership will pass to the RYDA in due course.    

· The Co-op.  The Co-op still intends to develop the site in order to save the shop, however a final decision whether to proceed or not is unlikely before the middle of next year.

· The Community Shop and Post Office.  The financial viability of the Shop remains acute.  The Directors will shortly be distributing flyers to every house in the Parish to try and elicit further donations and annual contributions to keep the business afloat.  The RYDA will do its bit to publicise this latest appeal.  However, the Chairman has made it clear to the Directors that the RYDA is not in a position to help financially.   

4
Treasurer and Membership Secretary’s Report.  
Directories.  15 sold since the last meeting and so an income of £75.
Membership Update.  Membership sits at 304 households of which 250 are on the email register. 

Finance:

Bank/cash

£1,848

Deposit (CAF)

         0


TOTAL


£1,848
(The CAF deposit account has been closed because it only offers 0.05% which does not cover standing charges.  An alternative deposit account is being investigated.)

Hon Treasurer.  The Treasurer will be away for the first 4 months of 2018.  Two actions result: 
· The Treasurer will close the accounts at the end of December and pass them to the Auditor in preparation for the AGM in April.
· Chris Bradley will stand-in during the Treasurer’s absence.

5.
Planning.  
· Yealm Hotel.  Planning approval for the new design and the demolition of the Annex is awaited.
· Barnicott.  Planning decision still awaited.

· Westerly/59 Yealm Road.  Planning decision still awaited.  The Chairman also reported that he had submitted an objection in his personal capacity.  
· The Fairway.  Planning decision still awaited.  The Chairman reported that he had supported the application in his personal capacity, partly because the principle of development on that site had already established and partly because the applicants were 2 longstanding, young, local families who had declared their intention to live there.
· Steps Cottage.  Planning decision still awaited.  
· Waters Edge, Bridgend Hill.  A recent application to replace 2 garages with 3 x 3-storey detached houses on the land between Crispins and The Green House.  After some deliberation, the Committee considered that this was an unmerited overdevelopment on the sensitive north bank of Newton Creek.  However, it was agreed that the views of the membership would be sought before any response (if any) was made to SHDC.

· Tree Tops, Yealm View Road.  An application for a ‘boat store with garden room over’.  The Committee’s view is that the proposed scale of the boat store is too large for the site and yet more unjustified development of the Creek bank.  However, the membership will be consulted before a decision is made to respond to SHDC.

· Curlews.  Formerly Durlston, on Stoke Road, Noss.  The major issue appears to be a dwelling with a flat roof amongst a row of dwellings with predominantly pitched roofs.  The views of the membership will be sought.        
6.
RYDA Website.  Peter Pritchard gave an extensive brief on the further development of the RYDA website, in particular the availability and bookings facilities.  The Committee thought that both were excellent additions to the website and gave Peter the authority to discuss further with individual clubs, societies etc.  The major dilemma now being faced is that www.ryda.org.uk which has been developed by Lesley and https://rydamembers.wixsite.com/mysite which is being developed by Peter, have a degree of duplication and, maybe, incompatibility.  It is essential that the final website appears entirely seamless to all users.  The Chairman, Lesley and Peter will meet together to iron out these issues with the aim of presenting a complete website to the next Committee meeting in January.  

7.
Any Other Business.  
· Parking.  Robin Forrester raised the issue of parking in the villages and suggested that this was an issue which the RYDA could usefully take up.  Although the matter had been raised during N3P, it had been pushed into the Community Action box rather than the main plan.  Robin was keen to be involved and the Committee agreed that it would be appropriate to take this forward.      
· RYDA Notice-Boards.  Although neither of the boards require urgent refurbishment action, Chris Bradley undertook to source green baize so that the Treasurer can get to work on his return in April.  
8.
Date of Next Meetings:


9th January 2018 (Venue TBD)

20th March 2018  (Stuffing.  Probably at Shore Steps House)


18th April 2018 (AGM)

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45 pm.
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Christopher Lunn
Chairman RYDA
