
RIVER YEALM & DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 
Registered Charity Number 262929

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING held at The Village Hall, Noss Mayo on Tuesday 24th April 2018 

1. Apologies for absence  

Were received from Peter and Susan Hall, Roger and Sue Hallett, Barbara Hussell, Chris Mason, Caroline and Victor Parsons, Robin and Sue Geldard, Len and Ann Dunkley, Penny and Mervyn Wheatley, Christopher and Lesley Challacombe, Susannah Bradley, Alan and Val Lomax, Peter and Margaret Pritchard.  There were 40 members present.
2. Minutes 

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting on April 11th 2017 were approved and accepted.

Proposed:    Robin Hogg    Seconded:   Andrew Beveridge.

3. Chairman’s Report







The Chairman highlighted the main points from his Report which had been sent to all Members prior to the meeting.
4. Adoption of the Accounts
In the absence of the Honorary Treasurer, the Chairman reported the Accounts.  The Association is a healthy financial position primarily due to Luscombe Maye’s funding of the 2015 directory and their continuing financial support for the next edition.
The Accounts for the year ending 31st December 2017 were approved and accepted.

Proposed:
  Robin Hogg

Seconded:  Bob Styring.
5. Appointment of the Honorary Auditor
Grateful thanks were extended to the Honorary Auditor, Veronica Ingram. The Committee requested that she be appointed for the next year as Honorary Auditor.
Proposed:    Rosemary Watts     Seconded: John Wilson.
6. Election of Officers and Committee Members
The Chairman informed the meeting that for the foreseeable future the position of Chair will rotate amongst members of the Committee on a 3-month cycle until a more permanent solution is identified.  John Tighe was thanked for his commitment in the RYDA and while he is leaving as a full member, he has been co-opted to stay on as Editor of the Village Directory.
Proposed:     Andrew Beveridge      Seconded: John Wilson
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  Proposed:   Jeremy Spooner    Seconded: Robin Hogg
7. Updates:

· Eastern Hill Wood and Brookings Down Wood.  Jeremy Spooner stood in for Bob Styring to outline work to date, including cutting a path from the lower end of the wood to Stoke Road. A working party of 12 meet fortnightly to ensure safety and availability for the public. “John Wilson’s Steps” have been renewed to provide simpler access to Brookings Down Wood, behind the tennis courts. Some dangerous trees need felling (contractors).
· Harbour Clean Up.  Andrew Beveridge invited volunteers for clearing the stretch of River from Puslinch to the railway bridge. Meet at Yealm Steps 10 am Saturday 28th April.  
8. RYDA Website. The launching of the website has been postponed until later in the year.  The Committee will confirm the launch etc at their next meeting on 15th May which will be principally focused on the website.
9. Any Other Business
· The General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) replaces the Data Protection Act and comes into force on 25th May. Members will be informed in due course how the RYDA will ensure compliance with the tough new Regulation. 
· The Village Directory has in excess of 700 entries. The full impact of GDPR on the Directory is still being clarified, however in the worst case, formal written consent might have to be sought from every individual in the Directory.  This huge administrative task would be beyond the capacity of the Committee and so a working party might be required.  If there were insufficient volunteers, a new edition might prove impossible to produce.
· BioBlitz is a Marine Biological Association project focusing on ‘Life on the Yealm’.  On 13/14th July, there will be 24 hour scientific, educational and fun activities. John Green is the Project Officer.

· GigaClear are the contractors who have been contracted to distribute Ultrafast Fibre Broadband in the neighbourhood. The timings and detail of the works required have not yet been revealed by Gigaclear.
· Newton and Noss Post Office. Jenny Powlett and David Stembridge were thanked for their hard work and success at securing the immediate future of the Post Office.

· Water Tower. Thanks were extended to John Allen for leading a project to improve the appearance of the water tower.

· The Neighbourhood Plan has required a great deal of effort over the last few years and has reached the final referendum stage. The RYDA is encouraging a positive response. Everyone on the Electoral Roll will be eligible to vote on 28th June (provisional date) with the option of a postal vote.
· There being no other business, the Chairman thanked the 40 attendees and the formal part of the evening ended at 20.30. 

10. The Challenges Faced by the 21st Century Farmer. There followed a fascinating talk by Geoff Sayers which may be repeated for those who could not attend, in the near future.

The Chairman thanked each speaker for their contribution to a very interesting and informative AGM.
Christopher Lunn, Chairman

Minutes to be ratified at the AGM 2019.

